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Class of 2021
Shivani Chaudhary
Haley Cummins
Emily Dao
Yesenia Escoto
Jennifer Espinoza
Mariah Fernandez
Jennifer Flores
Mariela Galvan
Myrella Gonzalez
Ariele Grande
Selma Gutierrez
Yvette Guiterrez-Morfin
Samrawit Haile
Lorra Hernon
Simran Kaur
Julie (Yulia) Kotelevskaya
Misty Louie
Loan Ly

Alejandro Monarrez
Rose Murphy

Natalie Mrumbi
Adrian Nava

Richard Pallangyo
Shweta Parajuli

Jarylin Reese
Rachel Roland
Serena Santos

Kristina Sawyckyj
Christiana Tembo

Nablis Tesfaye
Ezequiel Vergara

Jennifer Wong
Kun Richard Yang

Khin Yi
Asma Yousafi
Dulce Zamora

A Celebration of Stars 
It is the end of another academic year. What a year!  

I've always known that our first-gen community is resilient. This past year exemplifies that.  The
challenges didn't stop us. Tonight, we celebrate our community’s many accomplishments. 

While we may think of accomplishments as just the big moments, I hope you consider that
accomplishments include the smaller moments too. Each day, every small win, got you to this
moment now. 

You made it through the all-nighters and weekly study sessions. You did your best on coursework
while balancing family commitments, jobs, internships, and volunteer work. You showed up for
friends when they needed you most. 

Above all, you showed up for yourself when you needed you most. Like a star, you shined brightly
even in the dimmest times.  When you felt like you had no light, gratitude motivated you to keep
burning bright.  
 
So, let us take a moment to be present with our gratitudes as we celebrate our whole first-gen
community - those who have completed another year and the class of 2021. 

Graduates, it is an honor to welcome you to the Seattle U first-gen alumni family. Cheers to you
from this SU first-gen alumna! 

Gretchenrae Campera, M.Ed. 
Assistant Director, Student Success & Outreach



IMPRINT
Narratives on the First-Generation College Experience

CONTRIBUTORS

Bianca Galam

Imprint is a compilation of creative writing and scholarly work
from Seattle University’s first-generation college community.

 
Imprint is produced annually and released in the Spring Quarter.
A committee of staff, faculty, and students mentor our selected

contributors through the creative process.
 

Find all editions at www.tinyurl.com/imprintSU

Gretchenrae Campera
Yvette Gutierrez-Morfin

De'Andre Jones
Chhavi Mehra

Mary Tran

COMMITTEE

Yasmine Bupe

Kali Gomes Caleb Ohryn

Afrikaan Osman



Nico Andrade
Tsetsen Anuurad
Natalie Bailey
Emily Bakewell
Steven Barrett
Kimberly Basabe
Oishi Bhattacharya
Arshdeep Brar
April Carrillo
Jessica Chacko
Casey Chatham
Janet Contreras-Guevara 
Nhi Coolbaugh
Ragan Crowe
Emily Dao
Hangatu Dawud
Kellsie Delgado
Isabelle Grace Diga
Casie Dimsey

Julie Dinh
Jennifer Espinoza

Margarita Espinoza
Gerardo Estrada

Abem Fekade-Tssema 
Jennifer Flores
Rachel Gilbert

McKenzie Golden
Angela Griffin

Areli Gutierrez
Yvette Gutierrez-Morfin

Hector Guzman
Elliot Grace Harvey

Halima Hashi
Irena Hawkins

Desiree Hernandez
Lorra Hernon 

Brianna Huizar
Chelsea Johnston

2021 Inductees
Maribel Lam
Colby Lane
Kylee Longenecker
Misty Louie
Loan Ly
Lina Mai
Elaizea Marie Mercado
Alejandra Mercado-Roa
Cassandra Munar
Adrian Joseph Nava
Anthony Ngo
 Lisa T Nguyen
Deanna Nguyen
Catherine Nguyen
Taylor Oberg
Shiori Ohki
Nwanneka Okwoli
Shayna Olarti
Shweta Parajuli
Nicole Parker
Boston Putra
Christina Pynda
Jarylin Reese

Rachel Roland
Ellena Saechao

Kristina Sawyckyj
Edgar Allan Sinfuego

Chessie Snider
Charlie Stone

Ashleigh Tagupa
Daniel Tamayo

Nabalis Tesfaye
Janae Theodore
Lauren Thurlow

Mary Tran
Sarah Trapizona

Rachel Valenzuela-Ours
Mario Velasquez
Ezequiel Vergara

Leslie Villa
Shirley Wang

Jennifer Wong
Kaci Yamato

Asma Yousafi 
Dulce Zamora

Huda Ziyad



HALEY CUMMINS
She/Her/Hers

Communication & Media
with an Emphasis in Strategic

Communications 

"Thank you God for your favor, plans,
and protection, over my life. Thank
you, Mom and Dad, for the love and

support you provided, but even more
for the wisdom and sacrifices. This BA

is OURS. To Alexis, THANK YOU for
being my best friend and navigating

the rocky terrain of college 1st so I
could learn and grow. This BA is OURS.

Finally to my ancestors, my village,
and my community. For all the people

who have prayed, helped, and
supported but didn’t get their

paper….WE DID IT ya’ll.  
This BA is OURS."

YESENIA ESCOTO 
She/Her/Ella

Student Development
Administration

 "I am thankful to have a very
supportive community of family,
peers, friends, and mentors. As a

student experiencing a pandemic I
have had to face many challenges,

however through this I have
strengthened my communication
skills and value transparency. I am

excited to continue building my
network and learn from my mentors

as I embrace my intersecting
identities."

SHIVANI CHADHARY
She/Her/Hers

Cell & Molecular Biology

"I'm grateful to have been a part of a
community that values

interdisciplinary learning and is
centered around the growth of

students both as individuals and their
roles in the community."

EMILY DAO
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

 "I am grateful for the supportive
community that SU has brought me
that has made this experience as a

first generation student all the more
easier!"



MARIAH FERNANDEZ
She/Her/Hers

Criminal Justice with a Specialization
in Forensic Science & Chemistry 

"I am extremely thankful to my family
and friends who have supported me

and pushed me to be my best self
during my undergrad career and

believing in my potential to be great."

MARIELA GALVAN
She/Her/Hers

Student Development Administration

"Thankful for all the support,
community, and mentors that have

motivated me and led me to this
huge milestone."

JENNIFER ESPINOZA
She/Her/Hers

Organizational Leadership

"The biggest highlight of the past
academic year was being able to

continue my education and further
my progress and growth as an

individual & academically. Finally
recognizing that I was near the end of
completing my undergraduate degree

& that I'm fully capable, as I did so
while juggling full time work. It's been
quite some time that I'd felt incredibly

proud of my accomplishments."

JENNIFER FLORES
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

 "Something I am grateful for is the
support of my family and friends. In

one way or another they have all
shaped my journey whether it was

helping me study for an exam, being
my “patients” as I practiced

assessments, and for all the love and
grace they’ve showed me through

this time."



ARIELE GRANDE
She/They

Student Development Administration

"I'm endlessly grateful for my parents
who immigrated to this country with

the hopes of giving me and my
siblings a good life; their sacrifices are
the reason I’m able to graduate with a

Master’s degree and fulfill my
ancestors’ wildest dreams. I'm also

infinitely grateful for my mentors who
taught me to trust in something

bigger than my hyper-independence,
my big-hearted SUSDA community

committed to social justice, my sister
for every phone call and DoorDash to

cheer me up, Fab 4 for always
bringing me joy despite our collective
procrastination tendencies, and Ben

for being my rock through it all."

YVETTE GUTIERREZ-MORFIN
She/Her/Hers

Public Administration

"I am proud that I have been able to
take what I have learned and use it to

promote equity and justice."

MYRELLA GONZALEZ
She/Her/Hers

Student Development Administration

"I am thankful for the patient
educators around me! Without them, I
wouldn't have grown and developed."

SELMA GUTIERREZ
She/Her/Hers

Sociology

"One of my memorable
accomplishments at SU was being

able balance working a job and being
a full time student during my years at

SU. Especially handling virtual
learning during my last year of

college."



LORRA HERNON 
She/Her/Hers

Nursing with a Minor in Psychology 

 "I am thankful for my family, friends,
classmates, professors, advisor, and

Alfie family."

JULIE KOTELEVSKAYA
She/Her/Hers

Criminal Justice

 "I am proud to have completed a
paralegal certificate while completing
my masters. I also got a much better

gpa when graduating."

SAMRAWIT HAILE
She/Her/Hers

Design

"My major accomplishment would
have to be just actually figuring out

what I wanted to do. I was struggling
to figure out what I wanted to study.
After deciding to drop engineering
after two years at Bellevue College I
looked into SU’s design school, went
for it and got in! Fell in love with the
program and had the opportunity to

take printing classes and photography
classes and fell even more in love!"

SIMRAN KAUR
She/Her/Hers

Criminal Justice with a Minor in Psychology

"Throughout my journey at Seattle
University, I was given the

opportunity to be a board member of
two different clubs within the

Criminal Justice Department. Being a
board member taught me lessons I

otherwise would not have come
across. I was also an intern at the King

County Superior Court with the
Prosecuting Attorney's Office which
allowed me to personally work in an

environment in which I hope to
pursue a career in."



LOAN LY
She/Her/Hers

Business Administration
& Business Analytics Certificate

 "I am grateful for the opportunity to
pursue my MBA at Seattle University. I
am delighted with all the courses that
I have taken so far, including leading

with emotional intelligence,
information system, team building,
interpersonal communication, and
career planning. All the classes are
designed to prepare me for every

business aspect. Classes focus on real-
world business examples, cases,

current trending technical and soft
skills that align with my career goals.

Beyond providing a holistic education,
the Albers MBA program also offers a

huge network and resources. My
learning journey will not end by the

graduation date but also continue to
stay connected with the SU

community."

ROSE MURPHY
She/Her/Hers

Public Affairs &
Theology & Religious Studies

"One major accomplishment during
my time at SU was my academic
success and my achievement of
graduating with honors. Another

accomplishment I am proud of are
the experiences I had through

academic internships, including with
Senator Cantwell."

MISTY LOUIE
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"Being elected the Indigenous
Student Association has been the

greatest honor and accomplishment
for me!"

ALEJANDRO MONARREZ
He/Him/His

Law

 "I am thankful for the privilege and
opportunity to study the law in an

environment that was collaborative
and supportive towards my career

success. I am also thankful for the life
long supportive friends I made along
the way in pursuit of my juris doctor."



ADRIAN NAVA
He/Him/His

Nursing with a Minor in Psychology 

"I am grateful for the opportunity that
my parents have given me in this

country. Being able to go and finish
college here is a huge

accomplishment."

SHWETA PARAJULI
She/Her/Hers

Marketing & Management

"I am grateful to have the support
from my family, my mentors and my
friends. Also, my learning journey at

Seattle University was beautiful
because I had some amazing

professors and genuinely supportive
college staff."

NATALIE MURUMBI
She/Her/Hers

Accounting

"I'm grateful to EVRERYONE who has
been a part of my success story, and
to everyone who was rooting for me

behind the scenes. A 100 words is not
enough to include everyone's name
and I wouldn't want to leave anyone
out. Special shoutout goes to Reidy
Collegium, and the Albers School of

Business and Economies for the
amazing staff and faculty."

RICHARD PALLANGYO
He/Him/His

Computer Science;
Minors in Math & Data Science 

 "When I think of my SU journey, the
first thing that comes to my mind is

how lucky I have been. Growing up in
Tanzania, I never imagined myself

holding a college degree, even in my
wildest dreams. I am grateful for my

host family, who pay for my education
at SU. I am thankful for the Alfie

Scholars Program that has given me
an incredible family. Also, To my

family and friends, who have been
there in my ups and downs, I

appreciate them all. To the SU
Outreach Center, Thank you for

helping me realize the potential and
resilience I have as a first-gen

student; Thank you for allowing me to
serve as the Vice President of Tri-

Alpha. To all first-gen students, I hear
you, I see you, thank you for making

me not feel alone."



RACHEL ROLAND
She/Her/Hers

Digital Technology & Cultures

"My greatest SU accomplishments are
maintaining a 4.0 while working full

time and being a mom/wife in a
pandemic, and being inducted to both
Tri-Alpha and Alpha Sigma Nu Honors

Societies."

JARYLIN REESE
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"My greatest SU accomplishments are
completing my DNP project and being

able to go to Montana for clinical."

SERENA SANTOS
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"I'm so beyond grateful for The BSN
Class of 2021 Transfer Cohort; My Wife,

Tahnee; My Mom, Kristie; My Best
Friend, Calli; My Family and Friends;

and the most important people in my
life, my Grammy & Pepe who's souls
are resting in peace but very much

always with me."

KRISTINA SAWYCKYJ
No Pronouns

Interdisciplinary Studies

 "My major milestone is that it took 34
years for me to complete my BA
degree. I have been in and out of

school trying for that long."



EZEQUIEL VERGARA
He/Him/His

Marketing with a minor in
Entrepreneurship & Innovation

"I'm grateful for my family for always
giving me the support I needed and
for the amazing staff that run Seattle

University making sure it runs
smoothly, lastly grateful for the

professors that work hard in giving us
a quality education with foundations

in ethics yet still have real world
applications that are relevant today."

NABLIS TESFAYE
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"I have learned and been able to apply
social justice as a core nursing value
and the foundation of public health

nursing."

JENNIFER WONG
She/Her/Hers

Kinesiology with Departmental Honors 

 "My major accomplishments from my
SU journey are gaining a holistic

education, as well as the knowledge
gained from specialization in my own

discipline."

CHRISTIANA TEMBO
She/Her/Hers

Electrical Engineering

"I am grateful for the support of my
family and friends throughout this

journey."



ASMA YOUSAFI
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"I am grateful for the people I have
met during my time at SU. I have

created friendships that I know will
last a life time. All of the faculty and
peers really look out for each other

and ensure that no one gets left
behind."

KHIN YI
She/Her/Hers

Nursing

"Seattle University participates in the
global culture and is changing the

world. These are no small
achievements, and this goal is

something I honestly want to be a part
of. My passion for helping others,

along with a deep love for knowledge,
has focused me towards a career in

nursing. If I can do this work alongside
others in First Generation Program, I
will feel even more empowered to do

what is necessary to make this world a
better, more civil place."

DULCE ZAMORA
She/Her/Hers

Criminal Justice

"I am grateful for all the support from
my family, friends, professors,

classmates, and anyone who helped
me in some way, shape or form during

my grad school. I knew grad school
was no not going to be easy but I also
wanted to do it because it was one of

my biggest goals. I am so thankful
that despite all the challenges these
past couple years brought, I was able

to get through this and not give up on
my dream of finishing grad school and

that makes me very happy."

KUN RICHARD YANG
He/Him/His

Accounting

"When I told my parents that I will be
graduating in June of this year for the

MPAC, they gave me a big and long
hug with some tears coming out in

their eyes. I knew how proud they felt
about me after all the hard work for

the past 2 and half years".



The Career Engagement Office Team congratulates you, our
graduating first- generation students, on your graduation

this spring! We are so proud of the hard work and dedication
you have shown over your time at SU. We are excited to stay
connected as you move into your next chapter as SU alumni.

 
Look for an invitation in the next few weeks to join Redhawk
Landing, where you can tap into the power of the Redhawk

alumni network. Career coaching appointments are available
to you through the next year, and there are many other

online career resources and programs to check out in the
coming weeks, no matter your post-graduate plans and

interests. 
 

For more information, visit the 
Career Engagement Office website. 

https://tinyurl.com/firstgenalumni

Join our 
First-Generation College Alumni LinkedIn Group


