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Appendix F – IRB Request for Use of Deception
	· Depending on the extent and nature of the deception, protocols involving deception may require IRB full board review. See the IRB website for full board deadlines and meetings
· Email this typed and signed form with your initial protocol application as a separate file titled:  LASTNAME.Appendix F.Deception.DATE to irb@seattleu.edu. Include Appendix A – Waiver or Alteration of Informed Consent Process request.


	DECEPTION:  A procedure in which investigators deliberately mislead participants during research by withholding information or providing false information. As a result, participants are not fully informed about the research when they consent to participate, which may undermine the consenting process.
The American Psychological Association (APA) acknowledges that some studies may not be conducted without the use of deception (see Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct – Principle C) and has provided the following guidelines:
8.07 Deception in Research

(a) Psychologists do not conduct a study involving deception unless they have determined that the use of deceptive techniques is justified by the study's significant prospective scientific, educational, or applied value and that effective nondeceptive alternative procedures are not feasible.

(b) Psychologists do not deceive prospective participants about research that is reasonably expected to cause physical pain or severe emotional distress.

(c) Psychologists explain any deception that is an integral feature of the design and conduct of an experiment to participants as early as is feasible, preferably at the conclusion of their participation, but no later than at the conclusion of the data collection, and permit participants to withdraw their data.
8.08 Debriefing

(a) Psychologists provide a prompt opportunity for participants to obtain appropriate information about the nature, results, and conclusions of the research, and they take reasonable steps to correct any misconceptions that participants may have of which the psychologists are aware.

(b) If scientific or humane values justify delaying or withholding this information, psychologists take reasonable measures to reduce the risk of harm.

(c) When psychologists become aware that research procedures have harmed a participant, they take reasonable steps to minimize the harm.


Section 1:  Information

	Principal Investigator

(Last name, First)
	

	Project Title
	


Section 2:  Research Protocol
	1. Describe which aspects of the research procedures will be withheld from the participants.  


>>  
	2. Describe how the importance of this research justifies the use of deception, and explain why a non-deceptive research methodology is not possible.


>>  
Section 3:  Debriefing
	1. Explain how the debriefing session will occur, including who will conduct it.


>>  
	2. Provide the full debriefing script below. Be sure to include in the script that subjects have the option of withdrawing from the study. Explain opportunities for participants to discuss their responses to the deception and/or to withdraw the use of their data from the research.


>>  
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