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2021 Tree Campus USA Report   Five Core Standards  
 
Advisory Committee 
 

Included   

Tree Care Plan 
 

Included   

Dedicated annual 
expenditures  
 

In Tree Care Plan   

Arbor Day Observance  
April 2021 

Fr. Sundborg Tree 
Planting 
Attach pics, 
announcements, flyer,  

 

Service Learning Project: 
 

Kubota Tree Legacy  
Student led poster and 
booklet project 
 

 

 
 
 
Campus Tree Advisory Committee:(Established October 2016. First meeting January 
2017) 
 

Facilities Staff Shannon Britton Grounds Manager brittons@seattleu.edu   
Facilities Staff Dave Clausen Senior Gardener clausend@seattleu.edu  
Facilities Staff Patty Wright Lead Gardener wrightp@seattleu.edu  
Facilities Staff Lara Branigan Senior Director Design 

and Construction 
branigal@seattleu.edu 

Student 
Arbor Day 

Kaelin Mason Grounds Student 
Employee/Intern 
Arbor Day and 
Gardens  

Masonk3@seattleu.edu  

Student 
Service 
Learning 

Amelia Delgado Grounds Intern Kubota 
Tree Legacy  
 

delgadoameli@seattleu.edu  

Student 
Service 
Learning 

Alex Jamal Grounds Intern Tree 
Campus 

jemalalexand@seattleu.edu  

Faculty Phillip Thompson Faculty Engineering 
and Director of Center 
for Environmental 
Justice 

Thompson@seattleu.edu 

Faculty Tanya Hayes Faculty Environmental 
Studies 

hayest@seattleu.edu  

Faculty Naomi Kasumi Faculty Art & Design  kasumin@seattleu.edu  

mailto:brittons@seattleu.edu
mailto:clausend@seattleu.edu
mailto:wrightp@seattleu.edu
mailto:branigal@seattleu.edu
mailto:Masonk3@seattleu.edu
mailto:delgadoameli@seattleu.edu
mailto:jemalalexand@seattleu.edu
mailto:Thompson@seattleu.edu
mailto:hayest@seattleu.edu
mailto:kasumin@seattleu.edu
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SU staff Yolanda Cieters Sustainability Manager 
Center for  
Environmental Justice 
and Sustainability 

cietersy@seattleu.edu 

Community 
Member 

Josh Morris Conservation Manager 
Seattle Audubon 
Society 

joshm@seattleaudubon.org  

Community 
Member 

Cory Fitzpatrick Certified Arborist 
Bartlett Tree Experts 

cfitzpatrick@bartlett.com  

 
 
Included: Student Involvement Announcements and Communications in the Arbor Day 
Celebration summary  
 
Student Service Learning – Independent Study Summary 2021 
 
A digital arts student answered my request for a student to record the unique story of the 
Kubota’s in Seattle and their legacy of trees and landscapes on Seattle University 
campus and the transplanting of 4 of their major trees on campus. Amelia Delgado, 
senior digital arts major recorded interviews, photographs, developed a poster and a 
booklet for the university and for Kubota Foundation members. The legacy trees were 
transplanted in May 2021 from a large lawn turned nursery nearby to the new science 
building.  
 
 
Student 
Independent 
Study 
Forms also 
attached   

  

 

 
Preparing trees for transplanting to the new science building: 
 

mailto:cietersy@seattleu.edu
mailto:joshm@seattleaudubon.org
mailto:cfitzpatrick@bartlett.com
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Student Service Learning 
Commemorating Kubota Tree Legacy – Tree Transplants  
New science building Kubota Garden Courtyard 
 

 
Pdf’s of poster and booklet attached 
 
 
https://www.seattleu.edu/newsroom/magazine/issues/past-issues/fall-2021.html  
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattleu.edu%2Fnewsroom%2Fmagazine%2Fissues%2Fpast-issues%2Ffall-2021.html&data=04%7C01%7Cbrittons%40seattleu.edu%7C3a30d11ed58a4fdaeda408d9b42d39c7%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C637738928591138068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZNWvE%2BaEiwkYzyS24NP8UwZ39lodwRTtAtmCXogtWeY%3D&reserved=0
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Newsroom 
Poster on site 
Booklet printed  
Outreach with Kubota Foundation -  
Env studies – email comm – Monday Blast  
Email comm out reach – Naomi Kasumi – digital arts 
 
 
Included: Tree care plan: 
 
Campus Tree Care Plan: Seattle University’s Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) states that 
the university operates an innovative, award-winning landscape program effective in landscape 
maintenance strategies that provide similarly high-quality landscape environments. SU places 
high value on its trees and is committed to providing high-performance landscape that supports 
ecosystem services and increases tree canopy. Future project development within the 
universities (MIMP) will implement mitigating measures to reduce impacts to trees. Where 
feasible the university will emphasize the preservation of significant trees and will maintain 
street trees. 
 
Tree care practices: 
Seattle University expresses its tree care practices in the following methods; 

• Manage urbanized campus trees 
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o Protect campus trees of significance as assets and assess health and growing 
conditions 

o Initiate risk assessment to be performed by an ISA (International Society of 
Arboriculture) certified tree risk assessor for any tree that is potential risk for 
hazards such as falling limbs or the entire tree falling 

o Establish labeling protocol of noteworthy trees  
o Track trees of significance and monitor health and preservation in proximity to 

campus construction 
o make improvements where needed 

• ISA basic tree assessment form is used to aid in assessing risk and determining a course 
of action as needed including removal 

• Apply principles of IPM where necessary for organic treatment using OMRI (Organic 
Material Review Institute) and WSDA (Washington State Department of Agriculture) 
products. 

• Follow ANSI A300 part 1 standards for  
o best practices in planting, pruning 
o assessing equipment for safety, function and sharpness  

• Other resources include 
o An Illustrated Guide to Pruning, Third Edition, Edward Gilman 
o Guide to Pruning, Cass Turnbull 
o The American Horticultural Society Pruning & Training, Christopher Brickell, 

David Joyce 
o Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 2nd ed. Timothy D. Crowe 
o Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, National Institute Of Crime 

Prevention Basic CPTED, Global Training Company, 40 hour training manual 
• University Tree care and maintenance policies for planting, landscaping, maintenance 

and removal are located in Facilities Policy and Procedures; 
Campus Pruning Standards - Policy and Procedure # 712.01.04 

o Grounds staff shall maintain campus landscapes, trees, shrubs and other 
understory plantings through pruning, shearing to insure health and vigor of 
campus landscapes. 

o Gardeners follow pruning practice standards administered by Grounds 
department according to ANSI A300 Part 1 Pruning 

o Assessing equipment for safety, function and sharpness 

o Assessing tree or woody shrub for managing plant health through pruning best 
practices 

o Followed ANSI A300 Part 1 Pruning  
o Assesses equipment for safety, function and sharpness 
o Assesses tree or woody shrub for managing plant health through pruning best 

practices 
o Follow ANSI A300 Part 1 Pruning  
o Reports unusual circumstances to be assessed by an ISA Certified Arborist 
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Tree Assessment & Care Policy and Procedure #712.01.10 

o Protecting campus trees of significance as assets 
o Managing urbanized campus trees assessing health and conditions related to 

changes in the environment 
o Routinely documenting conditions of all campus trees larger than 10” in 

diameter at breast height (dbh) 
o Including an assessment of growing conditions and tree responses to them in 

documentation 
o Initiating a risk assessment for any tree that is a possible risk for hazards such as 

falling limbs or the entire tree falling to be performed by an ISA certified tree 
risk assessor right away 

o Adopt ISA basic tree assessment form to aid in assessing risk and determining a 
course of action as needed 

o Routinely observe campus trees for defects performing visual inspections for 
impacts to trees related to seasonal changes, major storm events, construction 

o Apply principles of IPM where necessary for treatment 
 
Campus Forest 
Seattle University’s unique urban forest includes heritage, legacy and preservation components. 
Included in this several tree plantings connected to the Kubota family heritage on campus, 
Backyard Wildlife designation and Pacific Northwest native species and some ornamental tree 
species. Campus tree community provides valuable ecosystem for wildlife and human alike. 
Percentage of campus tree canopy is roughly 28.6%. Tree shade and shelter are a refuge as well 
as food and nesting resources. Tree canopy shade during warm summer months is a draw for 
campus community to create outdoor classrooms further enjoying the benefit of fresh air and 
contact with the earth.  

• SU Campus 50 acres TL, 14.3 acres landscape, estimate 31% tree canopy coverage  

Maintaining a healthy and widely varying tree canopy for campus is important to eco-justice 
including future generations of all living beings. Campus gardeners emphasize a tree 
management plan that focuses on variety, species for changing culture and climate and 
increasing canopy cover. Efforts to maintain healthy root plate environment is dependent on 
leaving tree debris whenever possible and recycling for reuse as mulch later. These efforts 
encourage development of diverse layer of organisms at ground level.  
Seattle University tree protection policies and plans are established by the university’s Major 
Institutional Master Plan Section 3 and Facilities Design and Construction Landscape Standards. 
Percentage of tree canopy of campus is included in the MIMP. 
Service Learning Projects  
Tree Campus USA Internship: study of campus tree canopy coverage and campus tree root flare 
clearing project  
Observation of Arbor Day  
Outdoor classroom; student led tree planting on campus  
 
Goals and Targets for 2021 - 2025 
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• Kubota Legacy Tree Transplants 2021 – COMPLETE  

• Campus tree planting projects plant 15 more trees by 2025 

• Update campus tree inventory 2025 

 
Tree Damage Assessment  
Any tree damage or tree loss created by a contractor or outside source will be evaluated by 
the campus arborist or an independent certified arborist. 
The estimated value of the tree which will be determined using an approach by the Council of 
Tree and Landscape Appraisers (CTLA1992). This procedure calculates a value based on cross 
sectional area at DBH (diameter at breast height). This value is calculated using the current value 
of trees available for transplanting. This basic price is then adjusted for species, tree condition 
and location. It should be noted that the objective for this estimate is to determine a 
conservative value based on average conditions. The approach applied here may overestimate 
some trees, but will also underestimate others. It will, nonetheless, yield a credible value for all 
the trees in the community, or for a group of tree and the cost of damage, replacement or 
maintenance.   
Enforcement, penalties and appeals are administered by Campus Department of Public Safety. 
 
Prohibited Practices include no synthetic based pesticides may be used on campus trees as 
identified in Grounds Policies and Procedures for care and maintenance. Campus trees may not 
be used for signs, recreation or securing bikes to any part of the tree. OMRI and WSDA certified 
organic product may be used for treatment where prescribed by campus arborist.  
 
Communication Strategy  
Information about campus trees is communicated through campus news in email, student 
newspaper ‘The Spectator’, Facilities Newsletter and Tree Protection Guidelines in Design and 
Construction. Noteworthy Trees of Seattle University prepared by Favaro Greenforest, 
Consulting Arborist is accessible via the SU Grounds and Landscaping webpages as well as Trees 
of Seattle authored by Arthur Lee Jacobsen includes descriptions of 70 on SU campus.  
 
 
Dedicated Annual Expenditures and Annual Tree Care Work Plan  
Seattle University’s full time student population is 7,050 at $3 annual expenditure requirement 
is $21,150.00. Seattle U exceeds the required amount of expenditures needed for Tree Campus 
Higher Education participation.  
 

Tree Pruning Work Plan and Level of Service  
Highest  High Moderate Moderate/low Minimum Lowest  

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Event 

preparation 
Peak season 
Spring/Fall 

Summer  Fall/Winter Late Winter once/year 
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2x/year  
*CPTED, 
*ADA 

1-2X/season 
CPTED, ADA, 
shape, 
correct 
damage 

2x/season 
CPTED, ADA, 
shape, thin, 
limb up, ** 

1x/year  
CPTED, ADA, 
shape, correct 
damage, limb 
up  

1x/year  
CPTED, ADA, 
shape, 
correct 
damage, ** 

1x/year 
CPTED 
pruning  

apply fresh 
mulch  

apply fresh 
mulch  

apply fresh 
mulch  

apply fresh 
mulch  

apply fresh 
mulch  

n/a 

*CPTED: Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, prune to maintain viewing corridors 
between 3’-6’, limb trees up 6-8’ from walking and driving surfaces 
*ADA: American Disabilities Act, prune to clear handicap ramps, all campus handrails and 
entrances to buildings and elevators 
**Contractor performs large tree pruning for maintenance, correcting storm damage 
 

Expenditures Estimated 2021   
Dedicated staff to annual campus tree care, CPTED 
tree pruning including irrigation specialist 

labor hours $149,386 

Contracted Large Tree Maintenance Pruning, Removal, 
Treatments  

Feb, Apr, Jul, Oct $43,277 

New tree purchases - 3 Facilities Operations  $1,500 
Design and Construction – New Science Building Trees Tree Transplants & 

new trees 
$30,000 

Equipment used for tree maintenance Chipper maintenance $500 
Irrigation Equipment, audit 

repairs 
$2500 

Professional Development Training  Seminars, 
certifications,  

$2000 

Total estimated expenditures   $229,163 
 
Definitions for campus tree terminology 
ADA – American Disabilities Act 
CPTED – Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design  
IPM – Integrated Pest Management 
MIMP – Major Institutional Master Plan 
OMRI – Organic Materials Review Institute  
WSDA – Washington State Department of Agriculture 
Ecosystem Services -  An ecosystem service is any positive benefit that wildlife or ecosystems 
provides to people.  The benefits can be direct or indirect – small or large. National wildlife 
Federation 
ISA – International Society of Arboriculture 
Campus Trees of Significance - trees identified as, planted by Kubota, donated in memorial, 
being rare, significant in size, species and placement in the landscape 
 
 
Included: Observe Arbor Day 
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Student Lead Tree Planting: Honoring retiring university president, Fr. Steven Sundborg 
• Planted 6’ tulip tree with plaque  
• Arbor Day Celebration 2021 Summary  
• Grounds was invited to plant a tree in honorarium of the university’s retiring 

president, Fr. Sunborg and to honor his 26 years of service. Grounds gardeners 
and student employees and interns planted the tree and recorded the planting. 
Fr. Sundborg was invited to attend but his schedule did not allow.  

ARBOR DAY 
Tulip Tree 
Planting – 
ADMN 
building 
Commemorat
ing university 
president 
service and 
retirement 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Student 
Internship 
Reported, 
photographed
, videoed the 
tree planting 
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