Girl Scouts Troop Leader Spring Survey
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Today’s Date: _______________
Unique code to match surveys

We are asking you to provide information to create a unique “personal code.”  This code will allow us to match the answers you give on this questionnaire with the answers you gave on previous questionnaire(s) you completed without needing your name. Individual responses will remain confidential.
1.  Please provide the first letters of your initials and the month and day of your birth.

___     (first letter of first name)

___     (first letter of middle name; leave blank if you don’t have middle name) 

___     (first letter of last name)

__  __ (MM; month of birth)

__  __  (DD; day of birth)

Your Experience with Girl Scouts 

This section asks some general questions about your past and current involvement with Girl Scouts.

2. What is the troop number of the Girl Scout troop you lead? Leave blank if unknown. ______(troop number) 

3. Which service unit are you a member of? (If unknown, select the location closest to you.) 

110 – Mount Baker area

111 – West Whatcom County (Ferndale, etc.)

112 – Whatcom Central (Lynden, etc.)
114 – Meridian/Everson

120 – Bellingham


320 – Sequim

321 – West End (Forks area)

323 – Port Angeles

330 – Jefferson County


540 – Central, South, and Southeast Seattle

550 – West Seattle

Other; please specify: _________________

4.  Was this the first year that you led or co-led a Girl Scout troop?
Yes

No

5. What month and year did you become a Girl Scout troop leader? __  __ MM    __  __ __  __ YYYY
6. What two things did you enjoy the most about being a Girl Scout troop leader this year? 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________

7. What two things did you find most challenging about being a Girl Scout troop leader this year? 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________

8. How many girls are currently in your troop?  ____ (number of girls)
9. What was the grade level range of the girls in your troop? Indicate the grade level of the youngest girl in your troop and the grade level of the oldest girl in your troop. 

	Grade Level of the Youngest Girl in Your Troop
	Grade Level of the Oldest Girl in Your Troop

	Kindergarten
	Kindergarten

	First grade
	First grade

	Second grade
	Second grade

	Third grade
	Third grade

	Fourth grade
	Fourth grade

	Fifth grade
	Fifth grade

	Sixth grade or older
	Sixth grade or older


10. Typically, how often did your troop meet this past year?
More than once a week

Once a week

2-3 times a month

Once a month

Other, please specify:  __________________

11. What month did you start meeting this troop year? 
August 2011
September 2011
October 2011
November 2011
December 2011
January 2012
February 2012
March 2012
April 2012
Other, please specify:  __________________

12. Typically, how long were your troop meetings? 

Less than 1 hour

1 hour to less than 1.5 hours

1.5 hours to less than 2 hours

· More than 2 hours
Inquiry Science 

We want to know whether you are familiar with inquiry-based science.
13. How would you rate your current knowledge about inquiry-based science?

Not knowledgeable at all

Not very knowledgeable

Neutral

Knowledgeable

Very Knowledgeable

Facilitating Science Learning

14. For each statement, indicate on the left what your comfort level was before you became a Girl Scout troop leader, and indicate on the right what your comfort level is now. 

	Before I became a Girl Scout troop leader, I was
	
	Now, I am

	Very Uncomfortable
	Uncomfortable
	Neutral
	Comfortable
	Very Comfortable
	
	Very Uncomfortable
	Uncomfortable
	Neutral
	Comfortable
	Very Comfortable

	
	
	
	
	
	Example: speaking in front of a large group.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	a. helping children find answers to their questions when I don’t know the answers myself.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	b. letting children guide their own learning.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	c. letting children choose the topics they learn about.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	d. encouraging children to answer their own questions.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	e. being a source of information for science-related knowledge and facts.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	f. guiding science activities for children when the end result is not known.
	
	
	
	
	


15. For each statement, indicate on the left what your knowledge level was before you became a Girl Scout troop leader, and indicate on the right what your knowledge level is now. 

	Before I became a Girl Scout troop leader, I was
	
	Now, I am

	Not Knowledgeable at All
	Not very knowledgeable
	Neutral
	Knowledgeable
	Very Knowledgeable
	
	Not Knowledgeable at All
	Not very knowledgeable
	Neutral
	Knowledgeable
	Very Knowledgeable

	
	
	
	
	
	a. starting a science activity for children.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	b. setting up activities so children work together.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	c. asking open-ended questions
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	d. responding to children’s questions without giving them the answers.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	e. developing ways for children to lead activities.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	f. helping children talk about what they have learned.
	
	
	
	
	


Girl Scout Inquiry Science Courses and Resources

We’d like to know what you thought of the Girl Scout inquiry-based science courses and resources. 
16. Please indicate how helpful each of the following troop leadership courses or inquiry demonstrations was in planning and implementing inquiry-based science activities with your troop this year. Select N/A if you did not attend the course or activity, or did not plan or implement an inquiry-based science activity this year.
	
	N/A


	Not at all helpful      
	Somewhat helpful     
	Very helpful

	a. Working with Journeys (formerly known as Leadership Essentials)
	
	
	
	

	b. Leadership 2
	
	
	
	

	c. Leadership 3
	
	
	
	

	d. Inquiry activity led at a Service Unit Meeting
	
	
	
	


17. Please share any comments or suggestions about the above courses. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

18.  Please indicate how helpful each of the following individuals and groups was to you as a resource for planning and implementing inquiry-based science activities with your troop. Select N/A if you did not receive that type of support this year.
	
	N/A
	Not at all helpful
	Somewhat helpful
	Very helpful

	a. Other troop leaders
	
	
	
	

	b. Volunteer Coordinator (Jen S.)
	
	
	
	

	c. Service Unit volunteers 
	
	
	
	

	d. Council staff 
	
	
	
	


19. Please share any comments or suggestions about the support you received from Girl Scout staff and volunteers.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Inquiry-based Science Activities 
We’d like to know about the inquiry-based science activities that you did with your troop this past year. There are no right or wrong answers to these questions.
20. Some of the Girl Scout courses that you attended may have introduced you to using inquiry-based teaching methods to facilitate science activities with children (for example: helping children define and investigate their own questions; using open-ended questioning to facilitate investigations). Had you had any experience using inquiry-based science methods with children prior to Girl Scouts? 

Yes

No

Not sure
21. Please indicate what inquiry-based science activities your troop has done this year. Select all that apply and briefly describe any activities not on the list. 
· Parachutes

· Balloon rockets
· Bunny copters

· S’mores inquiry

· Ring gliders

· Balls and ramps

· Tops
· Other, please specify:  ________________________________________

· Other, please specify:  ________________________________________
· Other, please specify:  ________________________________________

· Other, please specify:  ________________________________________

22. At how many meetings did your troop engage in an inquiry-based science activity this year? 

Never (Please skip to question #27 on page 8)
1 or 2 meetings (Please go to the next question)
3-5 meetings (Please go to the next question)
6-10 meetings (Please go to the next question)
11-15 meetings (Please go to the next question) 
16 or more meetings (Please go to the next question)
23. When your troop participated in inquiry-based science activities, who was responsible for organizing and facilitating the activities? Select all that apply.
· I was responsible
· Other troop leaders were responsible
· Other volunteers (parents, guests, etc.) were responsible
· Other, please specify: ____________________________

24. When you and the girls in your troop engaged in inquiry-based science activities this year, how often did you do the following?
	When facilitating an inquiry-based science activity, I…
	Never
	Seldom
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Always

	a. gave girls in my troop choices in what activities they did. 
	
	
	
	
	

	b. helped girls in my troop decide what question they wanted to investigate.
	
	
	
	
	

	c. told the girls in my troop the results to expect.
	
	
	
	
	

	d. provided opportunities for girls in my troop to help plan their investigation.
	
	
	
	
	

	e. encouraged girls in my troop to share information and ideas with each other.
	
	
	
	
	

	f. encouraged girls in my troop to describe their observations 
	
	
	
	
	

	g. used open-ended questions.
	
	
	
	
	

	h. stepped in to help as soon as I saw a girl having any trouble with an activity.
	
	
	
	
	

	i. helped girls in my troop form tentative explanations.
	
	
	
	
	

	j. helped girls in my troop reflect on what they were learning.
	
	
	
	
	


25. Please indicate how frequently you perceived the girls in your troop did the following when engaged in an inquiry-based science activity this year. 

	When engaged in an inquiry-based science activity, the girls in my troop…
	Never
	Seldom
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Always

	a. enjoyed the activity.
	
	
	
	
	

	b. were confident.
	
	
	
	
	

	c. asked questions to help them better understand what they were observing.
	
	
	
	
	

	d. revised their explanations as needed.
	
	
	
	
	

	e. reflected on what they learned.
	
	
	
	
	


Barriers

26. What barriers have there been to you using inquiry-based science activities with your troop? Select all that apply.
· None
· Not interested in facilitating suggested inquiry-based science activities
· Not comfortable with science content of suggested activities

· Not comfortable with inquiry methods

· Not enough time to plan inquiry-based science activities
· Too many other Girl Scout activities to do

· Do not have access to materials needed for inquiry-based science activities
· Not enough time to conduct inquiry-based science activities during troop meetings

· Girls not interested in inquiry-based science activities

· Other; please describe______________________________________________ 

27. What other resources would be helpful to support you in using inquiry-based science activities with your troop?

_______________________________________________________________________________
Demographic Information 

This section asks a few questions about you. Girl Scouts aspires to serve volunteers from many backgrounds.  
28. Please indicate which of the following apply to you.  Select all that apply.
· Took one or more science courses in high school (for example, biology, chemistry, physics)

· Took or are currently enrolled in one or more science courses in college and/or graduate school

· Currently work or previously worked in a science-related field

· Have close family member(s) or close friend(s) who work(ed) in a science-related field

· Attended non-Girl Scouts workshops or classes in how to teach science to young people

· Attended non-Girl Scouts workshops or classes on inquiry-based or project-based learning 

· Currently work or previously worked as a classroom teacher, aide, volunteer or informal educator

· Have other science-related educational, work or life experiences; please specify: __________________________________________________________________________
29. What is your gender?

Female

Male

30. What is the highest level of education that you have completed? 

Did not graduate from high school

High school diploma or GED

Some college or vocational school, but did not earn a college degree

2-year college degree (Associates)

4-year college degree (BA, BS)

Master’s degree

Doctoral degree (PhD, EdD) and/or professional degree (JD, MD)

31. What is your age? 

18-29 years old

30-49 years old

50 years old or older
Introduction – Now that you have been a troop leader for some time, Girl Scouts is interested in your experiences so they can better support you as a volunteer. We appreciate your responses to this questionnaire, which should take about 15-20 minutes to complete. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
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