
Social Work Faculty Black History
Month Reading List  

The new Jim Crow: Mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness –
Michelle Alexander 
~The Black Power Movement and American social work – Joyce Marie Bell 
Captive nation: Black prison organizing in the civil rights era – Dan Berger
Why Americans hate welfare: Race, media, and the politics of antipoverty
policy – Martin Gilens
~The color of social policy – King E. Davis & Tricia B. Bent-Goodley
~Black neighbors: Race and the limits of reform in the American settlement
house movement, 1890-1945 – Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn
~A history of America in ten strikes – Erik Loomis
~An African American and Latinx History of the United States – Paul Ortiz
~The color of law: A forgotten history of how our government segregated
America – Richard Rothstein
~Shattered bonds: The color of child welfare – Dorothy E. Roberts
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – Rebecca Skloot
~The color of justice: Race, ethnicity, and crime in America – Samuel Walker,
Cassia Spohn, & Miriam DeLone
Inequality in U.S. social policy: A historical analysis – Bryan Warde
~The Black Child-Savers: Racial Democracy & Juvenile Justice – Geoff K.
Ward
~The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration –
Isabel Wilkerson
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*How we built the ghettos – Jamelle Bouie
*The health care system and racial disparities in maternal mortality –
Theresa Chalhoub & Kelly Rimar
*Fighting systemic racism in K-12 education – Roby Chatterji
The Black family in the age of mass incarceration – Ta-Nehisi Coates
The case for reparations – Ta-Nehisi Coates 
Foster care as punishment: The new reality of ‘Jane Crow’ – Stephanie
Clifford and Jessica Silver-Greenberg
Black sexuality, Indigenous moral panics, and respectability: From Bill
Cosby to the down low – Cathy J. Cohen
The myth of the two-parent home: New research indicates that access to
resources, more than family structure, matters for black kids’ success –
Christina Cross
In order to understand the brutality of American capitalism, you have to
start on the plantation – Matthew Desmond
*The myth of the “culture of poverty'' – Paul Gorski
A 'forgotten history' of how the U.S. government segregated America – Terry
Gross
Choosing a school for my daughter in a segregated city – Nikole Hannah-
Jones
Segregation now… – Nikole Hannah-Jones

Essays & Articles (cont.):
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It was never about busing – Nikole Hannah-Jones
~The black perspective in clinical social work – Stephanie Howard
*More than half of police killings in USA are unreported and Black
Americans are most likely to experience fatal police violence – Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation
Why doesn’t the United States have universal health care? The answer has
everything to do with race. – Jeneen Interlandi 
~Medicare and minority communities: Reflections on 50 years of progress
and a vision for the future. – Cara V. James 
*Jane Addams, Ida B. Wells, & racial injustice in America – Stacy Lynn
The fight for health care has always been about civil rights – Vann R.
Newkirk II
*Beyond the Access narrative: Marriage politics, austerity, surveillance –
Tamara K. Nopper
*Historical perspectives on social welfare in the Black community – Wilma
Peebles-Wilkins
*Marriage Promotion, reproductive injustice, and the war against poor
women of color – Sarah Olson
*The return of the ring: Welfare reform's marriage cure as the revival of post-
bellum control –Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
*Black social workers matter: Using parallel narratives to discuss social
work history – Amittia Parker

Essays & Articles (cont.):
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~Two outstanding Black women in social welfare history: Mary Church
Terrell and Ida B. Wells-Barnett – Wilma Peebles-Wilkins & E. Aracelis
Francis
*Prison, foster care, and the systemic punishment of black mothers –
Dorothy E. Roberts
*Black families matter: How the child welfare system punishes poor families
of color – Dorothy Roberts & Lisa Sangoi 
The welfare family cap: Reproductive rights, control, and poverty justice – D.
Romero & M. Agenor
*Reproductive freedoms and African American women – Charlotte
Rutherford
*Deciding to discipline: Race, choice, and punishment at the frontlines of
welfare reform – Sanford F. Schram, Joe Soss, Richard Fording, & Linda
Houser 
~Social Work Practice with African Americans in Urban Environments
[Review of Social Work Practice with African Americans in Urban
Environments] – Jamel Slaughter
Slavery gave America a fear of black people and a taste for violent
punishment. Both still define our criminal-justice system – Bryan
Stevenson

Essays & Articles (cont.):
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Articles & Essays - APA Citation & Links 
*Bouie, J. (2014). How we built the ghettos. Daily Beast.
      http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/03/13/how-we-built-the-ghettos.html
*Chalhoub, T. & Rimar, K. (2018). The health care system and racial disparities in maternal 
     mortality. Center for American Progress. https://www.americanprogress.org/article/health-
     care-system-racial-disparities-maternal-mortality/  
*Chatterji, R. (2020). Fighting systemic racism in K-12 education. Center for American Progress.
     https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fighting-systemic-racism-k-12-education-
     helping-allies-move-keyboard-school-board/
Coates, T. (2015). The Black family in the age of mass incarceration. The Atlantic. 
     http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-
     incarceration/403246/
Coates, T.N. (2014). The case for reparations. The Atlantic. 
     http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/ 
Clifford, S. & Silver-Greenberg, J. (2017). Foster care as punishment: The new reality of ‘Jane 
     Crow’.  New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/21/nyregion/foster-care-nyc-jane-
     crow.html
Cohen, C. (2009). Black sexuality, Indigenous moral panics, and respectability: From Bill Cosby
     to the down low. In Herdt, G. (Ed.). Moral panics, sex panics: Fear and the fight over sexual 
     rights (Vol. 8). NYU Press.
Cross, C. (2019). The myth of the two-parent home: New research indicates that access to 
     resources, more than family structure, matters for black kids’ success.  New York Times. 
     https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/09/opinion/two-parent-family.html
Desmond, M. (2019). In order to understand the brutality of American capitalism, you have to 
     start on the plantation. New York Times. 
     https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/slavery-capitalism.html
*Gorski, P. (2008). The myth of the “culture of poverty''. ACSD.
     http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr08/vol65/num07/The-Myth-of-
     the-Culture-of-Poverty.aspx
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http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/03/13/how-we-built-the-ghettos.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/health-care-system-racial-disparities-maternal-mortality/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/health-care-system-racial-disparities-maternal-mortality/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fighting-systemic-racism-k-12-education-helping-allies-move-keyboard-school-board/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fighting-systemic-racism-k-12-education-helping-allies-move-keyboard-school-board/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-incarceration/403246/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-incarceration/403246/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2017%2F07%2F21%2Fnyregion%2Ffoster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7C53f49e43b3ff4028abdb08db08cef694%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113457241287999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WdWsGaXoLNDIuy5WImUenN2dB%2BEUbzN6cJBhI6FPCIU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2017%2F07%2F21%2Fnyregion%2Ffoster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7C53f49e43b3ff4028abdb08db08cef694%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113457241287999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WdWsGaXoLNDIuy5WImUenN2dB%2BEUbzN6cJBhI6FPCIU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/09/opinion/two-parent-family.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/slavery-capitalism.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr08/vol65/num07/The-Myth-of-the-Culture-of-Poverty.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr08/vol65/num07/The-Myth-of-the-Culture-of-Poverty.aspx


Articles & Essays - APA Citation & Links (cont.)
*Gross, T. (2017). A 'forgotten history' of how the U.S. government segregated America. NPR. 
     https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-
     segregated-america?platform=hootsuite
Hannah-Jones, N. (2016). Choosing a school for my daughter in a segregated city. New York 
     Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/magazine/choosing-a-school-for-my-daughter-
     in-a-segregated-city.html?_r=0&mtrref=undefined&gwh=9B34C47FA9E818BD1D1A8F5E3491
     AC59&gwt=pay
Hannah-Jones, N. (2016). Segregation now... The Atlantic. 
     https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/05/segregation-now/359813/
Hannah-Jones, N. (2019). It was never about busing. New York Times. 
     https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/12/opinion/sunday/it-was-never-about-busing.html
Howard, S. (2018). The black perspective in clinical social work. Clinical Social Work Journal, 48
     (4), 335-342. https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest
     _journals_2697526016
*Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (2021). More than half of police killings in USA are 
     unreported and Black Americans are most likely to experience fatal police violence. The 
     University of Washington. https://www.healthdata.org/news-release/lancet-more-half-
     police-killings-usa-are-unreported-and-black-americans-are-most-likely  
Interlandi, J. (2019). Why doesn’t the United States have universal health care? The answer has 
     everything to do with race. New York Times. 
     https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/universal-health-care-
     racism.html
~James, C.V. (2015). Medicare and minority communities: Reflections on 50 years of progress 
     and a vision for the future.  American Society on Aging.                                        
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_
     miscellaneous_1767327347
*Lynn, S. (2018). Jane Addams, Ida B. Wells, & racial injustice in America. Jane Addams Papers 
     Project. https://janeaddams.ramapo.edu/2018/08/jane-addams-ida-b-wells-and-racial-
     injustice-in-america/
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https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-segregated-america?platform=hootsuite
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/05/segregation-now/359813/
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/universal-health-care-racism.html
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1767327347
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1767327347
https://janeaddams.ramapo.edu/2018/08/jane-addams-ida-b-wells-and-racial-injustice-in-america/
https://janeaddams.ramapo.edu/2018/08/jane-addams-ida-b-wells-and-racial-injustice-in-america/


Articles & Essays - APA Citation & Links (cont.)
Newkirk, V.R. (2017). The fight for health care has always been about civil rights. The Atlantic. 
      https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/the-fight-for-health-care-is-really-all-
      about-civil-rights/531855/  
*Nopper, T.K (2012). Beyond the Access narrative: Marriage politics, austerity, surveillance. The 
      Feminist Wire. http://www.thefeministwire.com/2012/05/beyond-the-access-narrative-
      marriage-politics-austerity-surveillance/   
*Olson, S. (2005). Marriage Promotion, reproductive injustice, and the war against poor women
      of color. http://www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2005/0105olson.html
*Onwuachi-Willig, A. (2005). The return of the ring: Welfare reform's marriage cure as the 
      revival of post-bellum control. University of California Berkeley School of Law. 
      https://scholarship.law.bu.edu/faculty_scholarship/315/
*Parker, A. (2021). Black social workers matter: Using parallel narratives to discuss social work 
      history. Journal of Social Work Education, 59(1), 255-261. 
      https://doi.org/10.1080/10437797.2021.2019634
      (https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/10437797.2021.2019634?needAccess=true
      &role=button)
*Peeples-Wilkins, W. (2006). Historical perspectives on social welfare in the Black community.
      Virginia Commonwealth University.
      https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/eras/great-depression/historical-perspectives-on-social-
      welfare-in-the-black-community-1886-1939/
~Peebles-Wilkins, W., & Francis, E. A. (1990). Two outstanding Black women in social welfare 
     history: Mary Church Terrell and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Affilia, 5(4), 87-100.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_journals_
     1302519754
*Roberts, D. E. (2011). Prison, foster care, and the systemic punishment of black mothers. Ucla 
     Law Review, 59(1), 1474-1500. https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/59-6-2.pdf
*Roberts, D., & Sangoi, L. (2018). Black families matter: How the child welfare system punishes 
     poor families of color. The Appeal. https://theappeal.org/black-families-matter-how-the-
     child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e/
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https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/the-fight-for-health-care-is-really-all-about-civil-rights/531855/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/the-fight-for-health-care-is-really-all-about-civil-rights/531855/
http://www.thefeministwire.com/2012/05/beyond-the-access-narrative-marriage-politics-austerity-surveillance/
http://www.thefeministwire.com/2012/05/beyond-the-access-narrative-marriage-politics-austerity-surveillance/
http://www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2005/0105olson.html
https://scholarship.law.bu.edu/faculty_scholarship/315/
https://doi.org/10.1080/10437797.2021.2019634
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/10437797.2021.2019634?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/10437797.2021.2019634?needAccess=true&role=button
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/eras/great-depression/historical-perspectives-on-social-welfare-in-the-black-community-1886-1939/
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/eras/great-depression/historical-perspectives-on-social-welfare-in-the-black-community-1886-1939/
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_journals_1302519754
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_proquest_journals_1302519754
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uclalawreview.org%2Fpdf%2F59-6-2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7C53f49e43b3ff4028abdb08db08cef694%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113457241444229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pK2tkg9GlZxs78KzmPR29sSDX58wddLaJ%2FfaeSNC330%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheappeal.org%2Fblack-families-matter-how-the-child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7C53f49e43b3ff4028abdb08db08cef694%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113457241444229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbCICWuiRUagCLHXavqJDHUkM6DywtNAOtwO626l37I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheappeal.org%2Fblack-families-matter-how-the-child-welfare-system-punishes-poor-families-of-color-33ad20e2882e%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7C53f49e43b3ff4028abdb08db08cef694%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113457241444229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbCICWuiRUagCLHXavqJDHUkM6DywtNAOtwO626l37I%3D&reserved=0


Articles & Essays - APA Citation & Links (cont.)
Romero, D., & Agenor, M. (2017). The welfare family cap: Reproductive rights, control, and 
     poverty justice. In Ross, Roberts, Derkas, Peoples, & Toure (Eds.) Radical Reproductive 
     Justice: Foundations, Theory, Practice, Critique, pp. 381 – 396. Feminist Press.
*Rutherford, C. (1991). Reproductive freedoms and African American women. Yale Journal of 
     Law & Feminism, 4(1), 255. https://openyls.law.yale.edu/handle/20.500.13051/7161
*Schram, S. F., Soss, J., Fording, R. C., & Houser, L. (2009). Deciding to discipline: Race, choice, 
     and punishment at the frontlines of welfare reform. American sociological review, 74(3), 
     398-422. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1413908
Slaughter, J. (2017). Social Work Practice with African Americans in Urban Environments 
     [Review of Social Work Practice with African Americans in Urban Environments]. Social 
     Work, 62(3), 282–283. National Association of Social Workers.    
     https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swx025
Stevenson, B. (2019). Slavery gave America a fear of black people and a taste for violent 
     punishment. Both still define our criminal-justice system. New York Times. 
     https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/prison-industrial-complex-
     slavery-racism.html

Books - APA Citation & Links
Alexander, M. (2010). The new Jim Crow: Mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. The 
     New Press.
~Bell, J. M. (2014) The Black Power Movement and American social work. Columbia University
     Press. 
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99535027501868
Berger, D. (2014). Captive nation: Black prison organizing in the civil rights era. UNC Press 
     Books.
~Davis, K. E., & Bent-Goodley, T. B. (2004). The color of social policy. Council on Social Work 
     Education Press.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99254352701868
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https://openyls.law.yale.edu/handle/20.500.13051/7161
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1413908
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1093%2Fsw%2Fswx025&data=05%7C01%7Cse-ssmith8%40seattleu.edu%7Cd98e932798e34879500108db088dd8ec%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C638113177551131453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FG0h6T6KsB5bvozbM%2BNESEeipPs3PeI6yLoiwZQHNQY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/prison-industrial-complex-slavery-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/prison-industrial-complex-slavery-racism.html
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99535027501868
https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99254352701868


Books - APA Citation & Links (cont.)
Gilens, M. (2009). Why Americans hate welfare: Race, media, and the politics of antipoverty 
      policy. University of Chicago Press.
~Lasch-Quinn, E. (1993). Black neighbors: Race and the limits of reform in the American 
     settlement house movement, 1890-1945. Haworth Press.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/3bmk5g/cdi_crossref_primary_
     10_1086_604143
~Loomis, E. (2018). A history of America in ten strikes. The New Press.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99374854401868
~Ortiz, P. (2018). An African American and Latinx History of the United States. Beacon Press.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99253853801868
~Rothstein, R. (2017). The color of law: A forgotten history of how our government segregated 
     America. Liveright Publishing.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99566156201868
~Roberts, D. (2009). Shattered bonds: The color of child welfare. Hachette UK.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma9953029201868
Skloot, R. (2011). The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Broadway Books. 
~Schiele, J. H. (2019). Social welfare policy: Regulation and resistance among people of color    
     (2nd Ed.).  Sage Publications.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99256654301868
~Walker, S., Spohn, C., & DeLone, M. (2022). The color of justice: Race, ethnicity, and crime in    
     America. Cengage Learning.
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma9919292110186
Warde, B. (2022). Inequality in U.S. social policy: A historical analysis. Routledge.
~Ward, G. K. (2012). The Black Child-Savers: Racial Democracy & Juvenile Justice. University 
     of Chicago Press. 
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99301149101868
Wilkerson, E. (2010). The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration. 
     Vintage Books. 
     https://primo.seattleu.edu/permalink/01ALLIANCE_SEAU/9l7g2n/alma99573123201868
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