
The following statement is offered as a way to acknowledge the history, lands, and waters of the 
Coast Salish people; to honor the people past and present who belong to this place; and to have 
language that was crafted with care and wisdom.

As we begin our gathering for (Insert event here), I (we) respectfully acknowledge that our event 
today is taking place on occupied Coast Salish land and that Seattle University is on the homelands of 
the Duwamish people.

I (We) pay respect to Coast Salish Elders past and present and extend that respect to their 
descendants and to all Indigenous people.

To acknowledge this land is to recognize the history of physical and cultural genocide and settler 
colonialism, which continues to displace Indigenous people today. It is to also recognize these lands, 
waters, and their significance for the resilient and wise peoples who continue to thrive in this region 
despite the consequences of displacement and broken treaties.

Those who hold settler privilege in this city must work towards supporting the Duwamish people and 
all Indigenous people using the various forms of wealth and privilege they reap due to it. 

Christopher Columbus discovered nothing, Native people were already living and stewarding the 
land long before his arrival. After his arrival and that of the Spaniards, they began colonizing the land 
and from 1776 through 1887 alone over 1.5 billion acres of land was taken from Native people through 
broken treaties and executive orders. Land is still being taken from Indigenous people today and 
many tribes are yet to be federally recognized. Settler colonialism is not a thing of the past, it is the 
current and ongoing structure that we live in. 

Land acknowledgments need to be said and done with the intention of supporting the Indigenous 
peoples whose land we stand on in whatever capacities we can and in what is needed by the people. 
We have the responsibility to educate yourselves on Indigenous issues and to take actionact when 
needed to defend Indigenous people and land. 

Land acknowledgments inherently recognize that settler colonialism is an ongoing process and that 
we have a responsibility to educate ourselves on what this means and looks like while fully supporting 
Native peoples in fighting for their rights and land back. 
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These five maps show the land changes from 1492-2010 as the land was 
colonized and Indigenous people were assimilated. 
Map source: www.ehistory.org
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Ø Theft of Native Land

Ø Tribes confined to reservations

Ø Ideas of “blood quantum”

I.e., “how much Native are you?”

Ø Invisibility: Native people are not represented in mainstream media including new, TV shows, and 
movies.

Ø Schools teaching a false narrative of the creation of America and Native people by portraying them 
in the past while including zero conversation on the contemporary native reality. 

Anyone living on stolen Indigenous land, whose ancestors were not brought here against their will.

“Settler colonialism is an ongoing system of power that perpetuates the genocide and 
repression of Indigenous peoples and cultures....normalizes the continuous settler 
occupation, exploiting lands and resources to which Indigenous peoples have genealogical 
relationships…includes interlocking forms of oppression, including racism, white supremacy, 
heteropatriarchy, and capitalism…these intersecting dimensions of settler colonialism 
coalesce around the dispossession of Indigenous Peoples’ lands, resources, and cultures… 
settlers have come to stay, displacing the Indigenous peoples and perpetuating systems 
that continue to erase Native lives, cultures, and histories.” 
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WHAT DOES SETTLER COLONIALISM LOOK LIKE TODAY?
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