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Support Truth and Healing in the History of Indigenous Boarding Schools 
 
Until the 1960s, federal Indian Boarding School policies aimed to assimilate Indigenous peoples into 
white American culture, compelling Indigenous students to attend boarding schools and prohibiting 
them from speaking their language or practicing their culture. Many suffered abuse and some never 
returned home, their bodies buried at the schools.  An estimated 100,000 children attended these 
schools — many of which were run by Catholic religious orders, including the Jesuits.  The impacts of 
intergenerational trauma from this history continue to be experienced in many Tribal communities 
today.   
 
Click on the links below to learn more about this history and how you can act by supporting a federal 
Truth and Healing Commission.   
  

• Watch this brief explainer video from Vox on the harms and legacy of Indian boarding 
schools in the United States.  

 

• Support the work of Director Christina Roberts and her team at the Indigenous People’s 
Institute.  Watch this YouTube video from their 2nd Annual “Honoring Indigenous Voices: 
Interweaving the Work of Storytelling and its Relationship to Inner Growth” event on October 
25, 2021.  The three panelists, yetaxwelwet (Anna Hansen), Kasey Nicholson, and Brooke 
Pinkham, led the discussion on the intergenerational trauma surrounding mandated boarding 
schools for First Nations and Native American youth in the 19th and 20th centuries.   

 

• Watch this Vimeo video from the Institute for Catholic Thought and Culture’s event entitled 
“Is Healing Possible? Confronting Catholic Indian Boarding School History” on October 12, 2021.   
The event featured Maka Black Elk (Oglala Lakota), Executive Director for Truth and Healing 
at Red Cloud Indian School, one of the few remaining Jesuit schools serving an indigenous 
community in the country. 

 

• Learn about what the Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States have said in this 
Statement on Boarding Schools for Indigenous Students.   

 

• Act now!  - Tell Congress to Support the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies Act 

 
 

https://www.jesuits.org/stories/new-truth-telling-initiative-confronts-red-cloud-indian-schools-past/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DUGqWRyBCHhw&data=04%7C01%7Cfontanan%40seattleu.edu%7C61a88730c2274bd71be708d989b26d14%7Cbc10e052b01c48499967ee7ec74fc9d8%7C0%7C0%7C637692221707295058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tuv59Hu1%2Bh6k2ytyZVVV%2FppzCX33m2xZCAhoFFaq6w0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.seattleu.edu/indigenous-peoples-institute/
https://www.seattleu.edu/indigenous-peoples-institute/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8dO6lwUCi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8dO6lwUCi4
https://vimeo.com/631485216
https://www.jesuits.org/press-release/statement-on-boarding-schools-for-indigenous-students/
https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/justice-and-ecology/take-action-2/indigenous-truth-and-healing/
https://www.jesuits.org/our-work/justice-and-ecology/take-action-2/indigenous-truth-and-healing/
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