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MNEMONICS

Mnemonics are short, useful verbal devices which encode long series of facts in ways that make those facts easy to recall.  There are several types, including acronyms, analogies, imagery, sentences, sound, rhymes and songs, and loci. 
Acronyms:  words made from letters (usually the first); try to make words easy to pronounce
      Examples:    HOMES - the Great Lakes: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, Superior  

[image: image1.wmf]ROY G BIV - the colors of the visible spectrum: red, orange, yellow, green, blue,
                                    indigo, violet)          

                             FOIL - order of steps in multiplying two binomials:  first, outer, inner, last (a-b)(2b+4)
 CABAL -   "A cabal of zealots seized control of the government." (Iran- Contra affair).                Ministers in the reign of Charles II of England (1660-1685) who tried to overthrow him:  Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley, Lauderdale.  This word now means "plotters" or "a small group of persons united in some secret design or scheme, usually to promote their interests by intrigue."
 SKILL – excretory organs of the body: skin, kidneys, intestines, liver, lungs
Analogies:  A comparison between two unlike things to show similarity between them (a is like b).
Identify the essential features of the concept you want to remember.  Then think of something you know that has the same or similar features as this increases meaningfulness and therefore increases retention.

· Memory is like a file cabinet or computer -both store information, both need information to be organized if it is to be retrieved easily
· [image: image2.wmf]principal =pal; principle=rule
· stationary = always; stationery=paper
· England and its colonies had a parent/child relationship
· Lungs:  3 lobes on right (more letters); 2 lobes on left (fewer letters)
· Magna Carta – free lunch at 12:15, this document was signed in 1215

Imagery:  Make vivid, simple, exaggerated if possible
· "Steal a letter, leave your footprint": the apostrophe in contractions 
 marks where a letter has been left out
· Port=left: the ship left port
· When you bow, bend to front : bow of ship is in front
· Italy is shaped like a boot
· Spring forward, fall back: setting of clocks when beginning and ending daylight savings
Sentences: Useful in trying to memorize a list when the order is important.  Let the first letter of each word in the sentence stand for each item you want to remember.
· Jesus Christ Made Seattle Under Protest - the streets downtown, south to north:
 
              Jefferson   Cherry        Marion      Spring     University   Pike 
James        Columbia   Madison   Seneca    Union          Pine   

· My Very Energetic Mother Just Served Us Nine Pizzas or My Very Elderly Mother Just Sewed Up Ned's Pants - the planets from closest to the sun to furthest:
   

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto   
· Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally - order for solving algebraic equations:

  

 Parentheses, exponents, multiplication, division, addition, subtraction
· All Cows Eat Grass - spaces on the bass clef 
· Every Good Boy Deserves Fudge (or Does Fine) or Empty Garbage Before Dad Flips - lines on treble clef
· Kings Play Cards On Fairly Good Soft Velvet -  classification of living things 
Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species, Variety
· On Old Olympus' Towering Tops A Fair Angelic Girl Viewed Spanish Hops – cranial nerves Olfactory, Optic, Oculomotor, Trochlear, Trigeminal, Abducent, Facial, Auditory, Glossopharyngeal, Vagar, Spinal Accessory, Hypoglossal
Sound 
· Stalagmite (ground); stalactite (ceiling)

· Righty tighty, lefty loosey - tightening screws

Rhymes and Songs
· Alphabet song (has internal rhyme)
· 30 days has September, April, June and November. . . 
· i before e except after c and when sounded like a as in neighbor and weigh
· 5 types of colloids:  Emulsion and sol; Gel, foam, aerosol
· Never Eat Shredded Wheat (or Soggy Wheaties) – north, east, south, west: compass directions listed counterclockwise
· In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue
Loci: Good to use if information must be remembered in a certain order.

The word "loci" means "places"

 How to do: 1) develop a series of locations (about 10) such as in a house, other building, or even in a car that you can travel through mentally in a certain sequence; 2) place information you're trying to remember in specific locations in the house or car, mentally connecting each piece of information with something in each of the locations in house or car or other place; 3) rehearse the order of the locations and also rehearse the connections with the pieces of information.
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