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Through a re-interpretation of the Gyges’ myth, Emmanuel Levinas describes a positioning of subjectivity that repudiates vulnerability and valorizes distance and non-exposed relating.  Levinas argues that this positioning of the subject dominates Western philosophy and that it’s “safety” is a ubiquitous temptation.  Technological advances in recent decades, particularly the mediation of human relations through social media, have given new dimensionality and magnitude to this claim.  Drawing from Sherry Turkle’s work (Alone Together), Stephen Mitchell’s understanding of pornographic relating, and Levinas’ challenge to non-proximal relating, this presenter considers contemporary means of seeking “risk-free” methods of expressing and experiencing desire.  It is argued that these trends in technology are used to create distance, modulate proximity, and manage the extent and nature of exposure and vulnerability, while, in actuality, they contribute to a refashioning of subjectivity wherein experience dislocates from the personal and becomes a necessarily “visible” phenomena.
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