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The liberal state, according to Emmanuel Levinas, pursues “a better justice,” justice tempered by charity; the “truly democratic state finds that is never democratic enough.” There is a utopian movement in such a state, a progressive movement toward what is better, what is ethical. In this time – a time characterized by the widespread attraction of narcissistic authoritarianism and its attendant cronyism, scapegoating, and unjust actions – it is important to learn what can be done to counter the inhumane, not just in everyday actions and plans, but through a thorough investigation of what can be done over the long-term.
A review of history demonstrates that there has been a concerted, thought-out, long-term process whereby the interests of moneyed and powerful persons and companies have been successfully pursued for a number of decades. Those involved in pursuing humane and progressive policies need to understand that history and – to some degree – emulate it, putting aside the tendency to rest on laurels each time a particular event tempts them to believe that the arc of history will bring forth a utopia. This paper will discuss a number of areas that need to be examined, charted, and decided upon in order to look to a long-term strategy to bring about a progressively just society.
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