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DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

During the past 30 years, biblical hermeneutics has changed radically. After almost two
centuries of reading the Bible through the lens of mainly one critical paradigm (historical), the
field has expanded to include new perspectives that reflect the complexities of our postmodern
world. The technological advances, the failure of the mega-narratives, the political and social
changes triggered by the collapse of the empires, together with the irruption of the voices from
the Two-Thirds World in Western academia, are some of the forces that have shaken and
challenged the imperialistic dominance of the Western models of interpretation.

In this course we will examine, discuss and apply some of the main approaches
associated with the current critical paradigms in New Testament Hermeneutics: Historical-
critical method, literary criticism, social-scientific criticism, and cultural studies.

The objectives of the course are: to equip students with the necessary tools to
understand the main hermeneutical theories and their methodological approaches, fully aware
of the cultural and historical context of both, the theoretical constructs and the readers; to
enable students to become critical and informed readers of cultural “texts” such as the New
Testament; to practice a variety of interpretive models to help students appreciate the richness
of meaning in the biblical text when diversity and inclusion are considered; to explore the
implications of the hermeneutical spiral for ministry.

REQUIREMENTS

1. Committed attendance, careful reading of assigned materials and active participation: Your
active presence is vital for the group’s learning experience. Please be punctual and try not to
miss any classes. Your absence, unfortunately, not only affects you but the whole group.
Complete the assigned readings and come to class prepared to present your views, to engage
in class discussion, to practice the application of the hermeneutical models during class, to
explain one of them to the class (using special assigned material), as well as to present a
hermeneutical review of an assigned article on the last day of our class. If you need to miss a
class, please notify the instructor ahead of time. (40%)

2. Six two-page hermeneutical profiles: Six critical interpretations of one biblical text (or of six
different passages) applying at least six of the 16 interpretive methods studied in class. Follow
the format and guidelines provided at the end of this syllabus. Due dates posted on course
calendar. (60%)

3. A hermeneutical self-inventory: A one page personal-inventory on how you read the biblical
text, following five questions from the list suggested by N. Gottwald (those which you consider
to be most important for you). Also, include in your self-inventory your response to the
question: What is the Bible for me and what is my opinion on its authority? See last page of
syllabus. Due on April 8, 2009. (0%)
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COURSE CALENDAR
S. Date Topic Assignments
Introduction: language, hermeneutics | -Reading ourselves and our context

and preaching; social location / self-

-Western Philosophy

1 April 1 inventory; postmodern presuppositions;
hermeneutical circle; main interpretive
paradigms; theory and key concepts
History of hermeneutics; -Jasper’s book

2 April 8 Historical-Critical Method: source criticism ,
form criticism, redaction criticism
canonical criticism (self-inventory is due)
Literary Criticism: narrative criticism, -Anderson: chapter 2 & 3

3 April 15 | reader-response criticism
(HP-RC - due)
LC: deconstructive criticism, rhetorical -Anderson: chapter 4

4 April 22 | criticism (HP-NC/R-RC - due)

5 April 29 | LC: structuralism -Anderson: chapter 6
Social-Scientific Criticism Postmodern Bible: chapter 2
(HP-DC/RhC - due)
Cultural Studies Anderson: chapter 7

6 May 6 Psychoanalytic Criticism Postmodern Bible: chapter 5
(HP-S/SSC - due)
CS: ideological criticism, socio-economic | Postmodern Bible: chapter 7

7 May 13 | criticism McKenzie: chapter 14
(HP-CS/PsC - due)

8 May 20 CS: feminist criticism, queer criticism Anderson: chapter 5; Goss: 196-205
(HP-IC/SEC - due)

9 May 27 | CS: postcolonial and border theory Voices: chapter 5; Semeia 78 (1997): 69-
(HP-FC/QC - due) 81

10 | June 3 Conclusion Voices: chapters 1-4, 6-10, 21-23, 25,

Voices from the margins: presentations
(HP-PT/BT — due)

32-34




